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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

The applicant's argument in regard of the "controlling an audio 
signal of a selected source in accordance with an established 
adjustable setting set by the user before sending the selected source 
to one or more speakers" has been considered and are non-persuasive. 

Gibson does indeed disclose of "processor which control the user 
adjustable sound signal for audio effect " (fig.l ((15); fig. 2 wt 
(15,18,52); page 3 par [ 0 03 9-00 40 , 0035 , 0 04 9 , 00 43 , 0 04 6] ) . 

Also in regard to the applicant's argument in regard of the "querying 
the user and upon selecting the audio source or channel" has been 
considered and are non-persuasive. 

Gibson does indeed disclose of a window for which the user may adjust 
the setting of the audio signal (fig. 3; par [ 0 043 ] /querying with using 
window for which has parameters for user to enter setting) . 



1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7,11,14 ,25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gibson ("US 2003/0091204 A1"). 



Re claim 1, Gibson disclose a method for processing audio from 
one or more sources (" fig. 1-2 ") comprising : providing an adjustable 
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audio setting for each of the one or more sources that can be set by a 
user r y fiq.l/(14a-14n) ;fiq.!7 ; page 3[0033] line 4-7: 
individual /selected characteristic of signals can be adjusted by 
user ") ; the controlling an audio signal of a selected source in 
accordance with an established adjustable setting set by the user 
before sending the selected source to one or more speakers (fig.l 
((15); fig. 2 wt (15,18,52); page 3 par [ 0039-0 04 0 , 0035 , 0 04 9 , 00 43 , 0 04 6] ; 
page 1 par [0009] /controlling with processor). 



Re claim 2, the method according to claim 1, wherein the 
adjustable audio setting includes a gain offset (" par [ 0003 , 0033] ") . 

Re claim 3, the method according to claim 1, wherein the 
adjustable audio setting includes a balance setting (" Gibson , page 6 
[0073] line 17 '-19 /volume balance can be obtain by equalization ") . 

Re claim 4, the method according to claim 1, wherein the 
adjustable audio setting includes a tonal setting (" page 5 [0056] /audio 
effect in which audio frequency or tone may be manipulated ") . 

Re claim 5, the method according to claim 1, further teach of the 
providing comprises providing an adjustable setting for each channel 
of a television received signal (" fig.l/14a 14n) : individual setting 
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for each source and page 1[0008]; both image and audio signals may be 
control by user see fig. 17 and further page 7 [0085] line 9-11 ") . 

Re claim 6, the method according to claim 1, wherein the 
providing further comprises providing an adjustable setting for each 

type of audio source (" fig. l/14a 14n) : individual setting for each 

source ") . 



Re claim 7, the method according to claim 6, wherein each type of 
audio source includes one or more of the following: Dolby, Dolby 5.1, 
Dolby 6.1, PCM, and analog (" page 1[003] line 6/ source may be in 
analog ") . 



Re claim 11, the method according to claim 1, further comprising 
guerying the user upon the user selecting a source or a channel of a 
source for which no adjustable setting has been entered as to whether 
the user wishes to enter an adjustable setting for the selected source 
or channel (fig. 3; par [0043] /guerying with using window for which has 
parameters for user to enter setting) . 

Re claim 14, Gibson disclose of the apparatus for processing audio 
from one or more sources comprising: a user interface via which a user 
can select an adjustable setting for an audio signal from each of the 
one or more sources; and an audio processor receiving an audio signal 
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from a selected one of the one or more sources 

(" fig .1 /processor / 'controller (14a 14n) selected channel may be sent 

to processor (15) to receive select audio info & page 1[0003] line 4- 
9; page 3 [0043] line 7-10 /out of all the channels with different 
audio, each channel may be selected for choosing specific audio " ) " ) ; 
and adjusting a response of the audio signal from the selected one of 
the one or more sources in accordance with the user selected 
adjustable setting and sending the adjusted audio signal to be output 
over one or more speakers (" fig. 21 / processed audio source adjusted 
with (14a— 14n) may be sent to speakers (20) via output (lln) " ) ; 

Wherein the user interface queries the user upon the user 
selecting a source or a channel of a source for which no adjustable 
setting has been entered as to whether the user wishes to enter an 
adjustable setting for the selected source or channel (fig. 3; 
par [0043] /querying with using window for which has parameters for user 
to enter setting) . 

Re claim 25, has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 1. 

3. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gibson 
("US 2003/0091204 A1") and further in view of Heyl ("US 2002/0057809 A1"). 

Re claim 8, the method according to claim 1, However, the 
teaching of Gibson, fail to teach of the limitation of the adjustable 
setting includes a gain offset that can be selected in predetermined 
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steps. But, Heyl disclose of a system in which the adjustable setting 
includes a gain offset that can be selected in predetermined steps 
(" fig. 2-4 /page 1 [0007] ") for the purpose of enabling the simultaneous 
processing of multiple audio and video input signals. Thus, taking the 
combine teaching of Gibson and the added Heyl as a whole, it would 
have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Gibson, by incorporating the adjustable setting includes a gain offset 
that can be selected in predetermined steps for the purpose of 
enabling the simultaneous processing of multiple audio and video input 
signals as taught by Heyl. 

Re claim 9, the method according to claim 1, However, the 
teaching of Gibson, fail to disclose of the adjustable setting 
includes a gain offset that ranges from -4 db to + 4 db in 2 db 
increments. However, Official Notice is taken that the limitation of 
adjustably setting includes a gain offset that ranges from -4 db to +4 
db in 2 db increments is the inventor's preference, thus it would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to adjust the 
setting from -4db to +4 db in 2 db increment for purpose of enabling 
the simultaneous processing of multiple audio and video input signals. 

Re claim 10, the method according to claim 1, has been analyzed 
and rejected with respect to claim 9. 
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Claims 12-13,23-24, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gibson ("US 2003/0091204 A1") and further in view of official notice. 



Re claim 12, the method according to claim 11 wherein having the 
adjustable setting for the channels being stored (page 3 par [0035- 
0036] ) , and furthermore the having a mix with audio parameters being 
stored for doing adjustment (page 3 [0036-7; fig.3;page 5 [0055]; page 7 
par[0084-5]) However, the teaching of Gibson as a whole, fail to 
disclose of the specific further comprising storing a received 
adjustable setting, entered by the user, in a table in association 
with the selected source or channel for which no adjustable setting 
had previously been entered when selected by the user but subsequently 
entered by the user. However, official notice is taken the concept of 
storing adjustable setting, enter by a user in a table for subsequent 
use is commonly known in the art, thus it would have been obvious for 
one of the ordinary skill in the art to have modify the teaching of 
Gibson, by incorporating the similar concept of storing adjustable 
setting, enter by a user in a table for subsequent use for creating 
sound effect. 
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Re claim 13, the teaching of Gibson, teach the method according 
to claim 12, further comprising controlling an audio response of the 
audio associated with the selected source or channel for which 
adjustable setting had been entered when selected by the user in 
accordance with the received adjustable setting subsequently entered 
by the user (" fig. 2 with (52) ) . 

Re claim 23-24, has been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claims 12-13. 

Re claim 26, the computer readable media according to claim 26, 
wherein the programming instruction further cause the processor to:: 
query the user upon the user selecting a source or a channel of a 
source for which no audio adjustment has been entered as to whether 
the user wishes to enter a an audio adjustment for the selected source 
or channel (page 3 par[0043]). 

The teaching of Gibson, teach of the storing a received gain 
offset in a table in association with the selected source or channel 
for which no audio adjustment had been entered when selected by the 
user (see claim 12 rejection); the control an audio response of the 
audio associated with the selected source or channel for which no 
audio adjustment had been entered when selected by the user in 
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accordance with the received audio adjustment subsequently entered by 
the user (fig. 2 (52) ) . 

4. Claims 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gibson ("US 2003/0091204 A1") and further in view of Heyl ("US 2002/0057809 A1"). 



Re claim 16, the apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
user interface comprises a graphical user interface via which a user 
can select one of a gain offsets, which are then used by the audio 
processor to adjust the gain (" page 3 [0033] line 4-7; page 4 [0049] line 
10-11 /adjustment of gain by holographic controller " ) . 

While, Gibson disclose of the above limitation, he fails to 
disclose of the gain offset to be of a predetermined number. But, Heyl 
disclose of a system in which the adjustable setting includes a gain 
offset that can be selected in predetermined steps (" fig . 2-4 ;page 
1 [0007] ") for the purpose of enabling the simultaneous processing of 
multiple audio and video input signals. Thus, taking the combine 
teaching of Gibson and now the added Heyl as a whole, it would have 
been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Gibson, by incorporating the adjustable setting includes a gain offset 
that can be selected in predetermined steps for the purpose of 
enabling the simultaneous processing of multiple audio and video input 
signals as taught by Heyl. 
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Re claim 17, has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 
16 above. 

Re claim 18, the apparatus according to claim 17, wherein the 
predetermined number of audio adjustments includes a balance setting 
in predetermined steps (" page 6 [0073] line 18-19 ") . 

Re claim 19, the apparatus according to claim 18, wherein the 
predetermined number of audio adjustments includes a tonal setting in 
predetermined steps (" page 6 [0073] line 11-19 /volume balance can be 
obtain by equalization ") . 



Re claim 20, the apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the 
user interface provides the user the opportunity to select one of a 
number of audio adjustments for each of the one or more sources (" page 
1[0003] line 4-9; page 3 [0043] line 7-10/out of all the channels with 
different audio, each channel may be selected for choosing specific 
audio " ) , which is then used by the audio processor to adjust an audio 
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response of the audio signal when said each of the one or more sources 
is selected by the user (" selected is sent to processing (15) ") . 
While, Gibson disclose of the above, he fail to disclose of the 
predetermined number of audio adjustment, However, Heyl disclose of a 
system in which the adjustable setting of audio that can be selected 
in predetermined steps (" fig . 2-4 /page 1 [0007] /gain adjustment in 
predetermined number ") for the purpose of enabling the simultaneous 
processing of multiple audio and video input signals. Thus, taking the 
combine teaching of Gibson and now the added Heyl as a whole, it would 
have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Gibson, by incorporating the adjustable setting of audio that can be 
selected in predetermined steps for the purpose of enabling the 
simultaneous processing of multiple audio and video input signals as 
taught by Heyl . 

Re claim 21, also have been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claim 20. 



5 . Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gibson 
("US 2003/0091204 A1") and further in view of Official Notice. 
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Re claim 15, the apparatus according to claim 14 with the user 
interface for adjustment associated with a source or channel (fig.l), 
But Gibson fail to disclose of the further comprising a storage unit 
with the storing a table, for each value for which is received with 
the associated with a source or a channel within a source. 

However, official notice is taken the concept of having a storage 
unit with a table and have each value with associated source is 
commonly known in the art, thus it would have been obvious for one of 
the ordinary skill in the art to have modify the teaching of Gibson, 
by incorporating the similar concept of having a storage unit with a 
table and have each value with associated source for creating sound 
effect . 

Gibson further teach of, further teach of said audio processor 
retrieves one or more particular values when a particular source or 
particular channel within a source is selected by the user; and said 
one or more particular values are associated with said particular 
source or particular channel within a source (" Gibson; fig. 1/(15) - 
selected channel may be sent to process (15) /with values corresponding 
to particular channels " . 



contact 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571-272-2222. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Vivian Chin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2615 



